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Dear Parents,

Returning to School in September 2020
Firstly, I hope you and those dear to you are all well. We have two more weeks of the Summer
Term left, and naturally we are looking forward to September when all of the children should be
back in school. Of course, this is based upon there not being either a local or a national lockdown
again.
The Government have issued lots of guidance over the last few months regarding operating
schools safely. It seems that with the latest guidance many of the measures that were in place to
minimise risk have been taken away; as this is possibly the only way that schools can function
more normally.
For example, the 2-metre rule / advice is no longer applicable in schools, unless you are the
teacher. There is an aspirational or ideal size for a pupil ‘bubble’ which is now 30, not 15 pupils.
Other measures that we will consider include:

▪

avoiding contact between these ‘bubbles’ during the school day

▪

separate starting, finishing, lunch and break times

▪

regular cleaning of hands

▪

no big group events like school assemblies, fetes, or school productions

▪

arranging our classrooms with forward facing desks, wherever possible

Wherever possible we want the return to school to be as normal as possible, but we will not
compromise the safety of staff and pupils and their families.
Symptoms
If your child is poorly in school, we shall be expecting you to make arrangements to pick them
up from school in a reasonable time. This has always been the case. The latest guidance we have
regarding COVID-19 symptoms is similar as to before. We will isolate your child safely with a
member of staff.
Start and Finish Times
Unfortunately, we will not be allowing parents on the school site at the start and end of the school
day. We will be asking parents and carers to wait outside of the playground gates at the start and

end of the school day. Please maintain social distancing outside the gates at all times. Please do
not use the main entrance by the office as a waiting place. Your designated drop off time will
accompany this letter.
Uniform
It is our expectation that children should wear uniform as normal, in September. However, it is
also my expectation that pupils are dressed in fresh clean clothes daily. As a parent myself I know
that this is not always possible. Currently the children in school wear clean and ‘sensible’ clothes
to school, when they do not have clean uniform.
PE Kit
The children will not be required to change for PE, as is the case currently. On the day that your
child has PE, they may wear their PE Kit to school. We will let you know which days these are in
September. During the colder months this will include jogging bottoms and a warm top, suitable
for exercising in.
Reading Books and Homework
We are developing a system in which reading books and homework materials will be sent to and
from school safely. There will not be an expectation that reading books are brought in every day,
but of course there will be an expectation that you continue to read with the selection of books
that we distribute on a weekly basis.
Flexible Approach
At all times, both before and after we went into ‘lockdown’ we have, as a staff, tried to be as
accommodating and adapt to either a family’s needs, or that of individual children. If we find
that one or some of our approaches do not seem to be working, we may have to change them
swiftly. I will of course try and give you as much notice as possible.
Finally
I know that many of you have enjoyed spending extra time at home with your children. I also
know that some of you are anxious about the amount of time spent away from school learning,
and are worried that your child will have ‘missed’ much of their learning, and will perhaps
struggle to catch up.
To a certain extent some of this may be true. But please rest assured that all the staff will be
focussed on providing the best support we can offer. Our school has always done this. Our aim,
as always is for them to leave our school having been immersed in the best kind of teaching and
learning. We want them to thrive. I don’t doubt there will be some difficult moments in the
Autumn, but by the end of next year our aspiration is for the children to be more than ready for
the next stage of their learning.
Thank you for your continued support. I hope you have a lovely summer, and I look forward to
seeing you all in September.
Yours sincerely,

Brett Stevenson
Headteacher

